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Guidance for Teachers Regarding  

Sensitive Language Vocabulary in Texts 

When using historical texts or texts from the American canon by highly reputable and prize winning authors 

with sensitive subjects or using sensitive language vocabulary, there will be times when the language meets 

the epoch that the text represents.  This language is indicative of a historical representation of the time and 

attitude of the epoch. These sensitive terms are solely representative of the historical time-period and setting.  

When teaching texts from various historical epochs that contain sensitive language vocabulary that would not 

be appropriate or acceptable to use in the present, teachers should use the following guidelines: 

 It is important that teachers provide a schema for students regarding the sensitive language vocabulary 

prior to reading the text with students.  

o Teachers should explain the contextual setting and historical implications of the language used 

in the text. 

o Teachers should explain that this language is not to be used outside of the context of the text 

during class discussions.   

o Teachers should discuss that terms used in historical texts used to refer to people of color are 

no longer used nor appropriate in our society today.   

o Survey and discuss students’ comfort level of such language in the text.   

o Teachers should send a parent/guardian informational notice home to notify parents of the 

content of the text being read in class.  (See Office of CLRI Parent Letter resource attached) 

 

 We do not censure historical documents and texts from well-respected American Literary Canons. We 

only select text which are highly regarded, and contribute to a well-rounded, culturally proficient 

education of our students. Texts used in classrooms should be authentic to the epoch it was intended 

to represent. We intend to include the entire text in our lessons. We recognize that the author and 

artists use words and phrases idiosyncratic to the era in which the text was written. These words and 

phrases are used to provide meaning and emphasis to critical ideas and thematic understanding of the 

historical setting under analysis.  Teachers or students who are uncomfortable with the language in the 

texts should take the following actions: 

o Teachers can instruct students to read passages with sensitive language vocabulary 

independently, then discuss the content following independent reading. 

o When reading sensitive language aloud, students should be reminded of the importance of 

reading authentic text, but teachers should monitor the reading of the text throughout, 

reminding students of its historical nature and the fact that said language is offensive to use 

today. 

o Teachers should teach these highly sensitive words in the context of the literature under study. 

Students should be instructed never to use these terms in a derogatory manner or to 

make direct reference towards any individual or group of individuals whatsoever. 
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Sensitive Language Vocabulary Notification 

Date______________________________ 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that your son/daughter will be reading the text,  

_______________________________________ by ____________________________ in class this marking 

period.  This text is historically related to the epoch it was intended to represent therefore sensitive language 

vocabulary will be discussed while learning about this text.  This text has been selected with careful 

consideration to help students develop and encourage engagement in social justice and historical accuracy.  

Your child’s teacher will discuss the language used in the text prior to reading it with the class.  

Students will have an opportunity to read, speak, and engage in many assignments and activities in class that 

respond to the inequities, language, and injustices present in the texts they are reading in class. Students will 

be instructed on the appropriateness or lack thereof, in using such language and references today. We do not 

change the authors words and or research as these words provide meaning, artistic expression, context, and 

historical truths of which all culturally competent students should be aware. 

Please contact your child’s school with any questions or concerns. Thank you for your continued 

support of your son/daughter’s education.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
____________________ (Insert Teacher’s Name) 
  


